The Purest Form of Worship 

Matt 2:7-12 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him." 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,  they offered him gifts,  gold and  frankincense and  myrrh. 12 And being warned  in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. ESV

Isa 9:6-7 For to us a child is born, to us  a son is given;  and the government shall be  upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty God, Everlasting  Father, Prince of  Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace  there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it  with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

I believe that the story of the wise men coming to see the infant Jesus is one of the greatest portraits of true worship in the entire Bible.  I have heard some preachers try to imply ill motives to ascribe evil intentions to these men but I have a hard time seeing any evidence of such things in the text.  They were not Jewish and they perhaps did not have certain things right with their doctrine or even Biblical knowledge, but in their recorded act of coming to see Jesus and pay homage, they got everything right!  And even their basic description in scripture teach us something because truly those who worship Jesus Christ are all wise men and women!    

What magnificent principles of true worship are illustrated and taught by example by these few verses alone and there is much that these wise men teach us about worshipping Jesus today.  For example:

They realized that to worship Jesus, they needed to be in His presence and they were willing to search for it.

Their question to Herod was “where is He that we may come and worship Him?”  That is the first question in the New Testament.  The first question in the Old Testament that God ever asked was that of God looking for man in asking Adam “where are you?”  But the first question of the New Testament is that of man looking for God in the wise men saying “where is He?” and what a tremendous lesson that fact teaches us!     

To truly worship God you must get to where God is and find God!  And to truly find God you must be willing to search for Him!  Jesus later taught, “blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled!”  He taught in parables – He told His disciples – so that those who were really not seeking to understand wouldn’t understand and be blessed.  To truly worship God, we are told by John, we must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth, and yet truths in the Bible are “here a little and there a little” and only by digging and taking all of the Word of God into account and by studying and searching it out can you come to a full knowledge of truth.  God has set up His kingdom so that only those who are willing to get beyond surface things will truly mine the depths!  God is looking for people to be true worshippers – the scriptures make that clear – but to truly worship God as He desires, you’ve got to search for Him and make an effort to get into His presence!  

How different is the wise men’s approach to God from many people’s approach today!  Too many people are waiting for God to “break in on their life.”  They will live for God if He will drastically interrupt their existence sort of like God did to the startled Saul on the road to Damascus with the great light knocking him to the ground.  But they forget that Saul was a Pharisee who although zealously and sincerely wrong, was yet actively searching and zealous for more of God.  God only interrupted him in such a fashion because he was actively seeking more of God (albeit the wrong way)!  Too many people in this world aren’t doing anything as far as seeking for more of God and want God to miraculously and greatly startle them with a supernatural experience.  God will not do that to those who do not hunger and thirst after righteousness, if you truly want to worship Him, then you must be willing to seek Him and seek Him with all of your heart!  Seek and you will find; ask and it will be given; knock and it shall be open, but in each of those the first step lies in what we do!  

Oh that someone would be like the wise men – they were willing to have their lifestyle and schedule to be completely interrupted so that they could find the King of Kings!  They were willing to travel great distances and face whatever they had to face in order to come and worship!  They were willing to seek and search the whole world over if that was what it took to get into Jesus’ presence, and they refused to grow disheartened when it did not come easily or when the trail seemed to grow cold for a time and when it seemed that the light of truth seemed momentarily to fade from view.  They were going to find the One for whom they sought or they would die trying!  Would that we today would have the same attitude about getting into Jesus’ presence!  To refuse to take no for an answer.  To refuse to get sidetracked by the distractions of life that inevitably pop up to keep you from coming before Him!  To refuse to allow the cares of life and people and obstacles to hinder you from truly seeing Him lifted up!  More than anything in this world, we need to be in the presence of Jesus Christ and let us be willing to sacrifice, search, and long for it until we attain it!  Those who will truly worship Christ will be those who are willing to seek and put much effort into getting into His presence!  

And let me say this:  all true worshippers will come into contact with those who would say that they would like to know and worship Jesus but who are not really sincere about doing such a thing.  Herod told the wise men, “When you find Him, come tell me so that I can worship Him.”  It’s always a mark of insincere worship if you want someone else to seek for you!  Herod was not sincere and Herod was not right with God.  Herod was a fake and we need to know that fakes will always be around where there is someone trying to truly worship God.  “Well, preacher, I could live for God except for the hypocrites.”  You have just marked yourself as an unwise man and as someone who is not truly seeking to truly worship God.  Because wise men and true worshippers don’t let themselves be sidetracked by the hypocrites and the fakes.  They don’t focus on the fakes, but rather are focused on the Real One!  Move on from the fakes and keep seeking Jesus Christ!  Such is the mark of those who are wise!     

Think of another principle of true worship that the wise men teach us and that is:

Praise is the precursor to true worship.

Before you get to the verse where the wise men come in and worship the child and before you get to the part where they are actually in His presence, you have this:

Matt 2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  ESV
The star had been hidden from them – whether that was by daylight, clouds, or something else, I’m not sure.  But when they were headed to Bethlehem, suddenly the star that they had followed from a far off reappeared and the result was that “they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.”  The didn’t just rejoice, they rejoiced “exceedingly.”  They didn’t just rejoice exceedingly, they did so with “joy.”  And they didn’t just do so with any old joy, but with “great joy.”  What a full and descriptive phrase that is!  

Think of how far they had come and now they were getting close!  Their journey had begun with a hunger and a thirst to see Him and know Him and come before Him.  But, now, as they grew closer and closer they began to praise and rejoice.  They did not just smile and say, “oh, that’s nice!”  They had a pep in their step, they probably shouted out loud.  They may have given each other high-fives.  Maybe a dance.  How would you demonstrate or act out the phrase “rejoicing exceedingly with great joy?”  That’s how they responded.  Think of someone who has just won the lottery – that is rejoicing exceedingly with great joy.  They jump up and down – they click their heels – they run around and tell someone.  

“Rejoicing exceedingly with great joy” is what true praise is and notice that the praise began before they ever got into the presence of the One whom they were excited about.  When they were in His presence, they worshipped, but the road to get to the worship was one of outward expression of praise.  God inhabits or becomes enthroned in the praises of Israel – that scriptural promise was written in the Old Testament when Israel were those living according to the promises and covenants of God, but we today are the ones living according to the promises and covenants of God and so it applies to us.  To worship Him, we must seek Him out and come into His presence.  But to get into His presence, we must first praise Him with great joy!  The wise men’s story is a great illustration of a great spiritual truth:  verse 10 has the praise and that leads to the worship of verse 11.  One always leads to the other and without the one you cannot really have the other.

Some people purport to seek Jesus but yet never truly worship Jesus Christ because they never really get into His presence, and the reason that they never truly get into His presence is because they discount and discredit the importance of praise.  I do not praise Him because I feel His presence, I praise Him to get into His presence.  When we begin to praise and show outward motion of exceeding joy, then we create an environment for Him to inhabit and move into and set up His throne within!  Our praise ushers in His presence, and once we are there, then we can worship!  Never forget the lesson of the wise men:  praise is the road to a place of worship!  If we are to truly worship Him, we must get into His presence and we will only do that by first praising Him exceedingly!  

Notice another principle of true worship exampled by the wise men:

They did not come before Him empty handed.

These wise men, however many there were, all brought three gifts.  I have preached on this many times the past few years, so let’s just take the larger principle here:  their worship cost them something!  

Remember the story of David’s sin by taking a census of the people and not paying the census tax to the temple and God sent an angel to strike the land with a plague?  David saw the angel near the threshing floor of Ornah and came there to offer up a sacrifice to God so that He would have mercy.  And Ornah volunteered his oxen for sacrifice and his plow as wood for the altar and even offered to give the land to the king for him to use.  But David told him this:

1 Chron 21:24 But King David said to Ornan, "No, but I will buy them for the full price. I will not take for the Lord what is yours, nor offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing." ESV

The principle is worth learning and one that David knew fully and is one of the reasons that David was – despite his mistakes and shortcomings – a man after God’s own heart.  Because true worship must cause the worshipper something or that worshipper has not given true worship at all!  Too many people today come to church time and time again and yet do not truly worship God because they come empty handed.

Your first thoughts are of money and perhaps that could apply, but I’m speaking of much more than just putting a few dollars in the offering plate.  A greater gift than your Benjamins in your wallet, is the offering of your life, your energies, your attention, your devotion, your heart.  To worship Him with single-mindedness and without divided attentions.  To give Him your best and your most and your priority.  You have not truly worshipped if you are worried about the people around you and what they think.  You have not truly worshipped if you have gone through religious motions with your mind on Monday or Christmas or the lunch that is coming up.  You have not truly worshipped if you attended church, listened to the sermon, raised your hands and yet never gave anything to the process.  Those who will truly worship are those who sacrifice to do so!  Maybe it is the sacrifice of pride or time or effort or energy, but true worship will cost you something!  Wise men don’t come before Jesus Christ empty handed!  

And, of course, the final verse of this passage tells us much about true worship because:

Those who worship as these wise men will also go home different than how they came.

God warned them in a dream of that imposter Herod and they traveled back to the home country by a different way.  Such is illustrative of those who truly worship God today – if you have truly worshipped God you cannot go home the same way that you came in by.  You cannot go home and remain the same.  You cannot go home and travel the same old paths that you once traveled – not those who worship as these wise men did.  Modern Christianity has a glut of people who are professing to live for Christ and yet who have not truly worshipped Him because they have not truly changed anything from who they used to be!  The answer is that we must get back to true and pure worship because it is that worship that changes us and transforms us and that has lasting and enduring effects!  People don’t need more religion or more programs, they need more time spent in true worship and adoration of Jesus Christ!  The church and the preacher and the Word exists to lead people to a close relationship to Him!  We need to get back to worshipping as these wise men did; we’ve got to get back to true worship!  

______________________________________________________________________   

With all of that in mind, let me point out that the story of the wise men show us what the purest form of worship is.  If we are to be changed and transformed, we must worship Jesus as they did and emulate them in everyway.  Knowing that, get a mental image of these men, wizened, probably older, and very knowledgeable yet bowing in that house before an infant of less than a year!  Grown men with resources to fund such a trip and with the insight and smarts to put all of the signs together and yet they bow and worship with great homage to a baby who isn’t even potty trained.  This teaches us much and catch this because it is the point of the sermon and what I feel the Spirit would say to the church today:

The purest form of worship is that of worshipping Jesus because of who He is and not because of what He has done for you.

I don’t know how they knew that He was worthy, but they knew.  As to His human nature and as to His natural strength and even supernatural powers, Jesus had done nothing for these men personally.  He’s a baby and seems just as fragile as any new-born babe is today.  No crown sets upon His head.  His hands perform no miracles for them.  He speaks no great words of wisdom.  No radiant or glorious beams shine forth from His face, no matter what the Christmas song says.  This is an infant held by a teenage mother and yet they worship and bow and give their best offerings.  And by doing so they were engaging in the greatest and purest form of worship:  not praising Him because He just delivered me from Pharaoh’s army and the enemy; not jumping for joy because a check just came unexpectedly in the mail; not excited because he just made the doctors shake their head in disbelief; not bowing before Him in awe because of even forgiveness and of the great grace that would one day be shown by Calvary.  I don’t think that these men knew all of that was to come and I don’t believe that in their wildest dreams they could have foreseen the magnificent work of the cross.  Thanksgiving is needed and has its place, but that mode is not the highest and purest form of worship.  The greatest and most glorious worship is that which comes from not what He has done for you, but because of who He is!  Such is worship that truly leads to you forever being changed!  

It is fitting that we celebrate Thanksgiving before Christmas because such a progression needs to take place in our spiritual walk as well.  Let us learn to give Him praise for the tremendous and great things that He has done for us and truly, we are more blessed than we think!  But let us not stay at thanksgiving because at its inherent level, thanksgiving is shallow, superficial, what-you-have-done-for-me-lately kind of stuff.  The angels have never had Him die for them nor ever had Jesus heal them nor had Him answer one of their prayers, and yet they worship Him night and day with “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty!”  He never bothered to make Himself in angelic form to relate to them and minister unto them and yet the angels appear in the Bethlehem night and say, “Glory to God in the highest!”  And Christmas is really about men and women getting the same revelation as the angels, and these wise men were the first to grasp it:  we have come not to worship Him because of what He has done for us, and not because of His appearance or personality, but because we know who He is and for that we worship Him with the greatest worship!  Such is the purest worship!  

If these wise men with their limited knowledge and revelation were able to yet worship Him in such a way, how much more should you and I be able to engage today in the purest and highest form of worship!?  Because you and I can know fully who Jesus Christ is – the mystery of old has been fully revealed in the light of the Word of God!  

In finishing this message, let me help you out today:  it is the will of God for every person here to worship Jesus Christ with the highest and purest form of worship!  To come into His presence and to be transformed by the giving of yourself in the greatest way!  It is the will of God and the He seeks such to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth!  But you cannot worship in the purest sense until you realize who truly Jesus Christ is!  And in that the Christmas story can help because we say that the Christmas season and story is “all about Jesus” and we tend to say that as an answer to the gross secularization of the holiday by the agnostics.  But it is also literally true – every detail recorded about the Christmas story is about Jesus, and more to the point, every office and person and event surrounding the birth of Christ testify to some aspect of His offices or nature.  Nothing in the Christmas narrative is there by accident.  Think of it:

Jesus is the Morning Star

Just as the wise men were led by a star “in the east” or that rose at dawn just before the sunrise, so is Jesus Christ the morning star shining in the darkness of this world and hinting at the great light of truth that follows those who turn their gaze toward Him!  Peter spoke of the great revelation that comes from understanding and studying scripture when He said:

2 Peter 1:19 Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your hearts. NLTse

Is there anyone here who was once in darkness and yet now you walk and live in the light!?  Is there anyone here who needs direction and guidance and help?  Jesus is truly the age old answer because He is truly the Light of the World!  He is the Morning Star, signaling the coming of something better in your life!  

We’ve focused so much on the story of the 2nd chapter of Matthew, that I must tell you:

Jesus is a wise man.

He told the crowds, “you thought Solomon was wise, and yet there is a greater than Solomon here.”  He spoke of Himself – Jesus is not just a wise man, but the wisest man who ever lived!  And He came much further than the wise men came to get to Bethlehem, because His journey began before time began and involved a trip all of the way from the throne of heaven!  His words are not just good advice, they are perfect truth!  His teachings are not just good principles to consider, but in them are life and that much more abundantly!  Jesus is the wisest man that ever lived!  

And better yet, this wisest man of all is accessible to all of us!  Our other text in Isaiah describes the rightful titles of the son that would be born to the virgin and the first is that of “Wonderful Counselor!”  Solomon is dead, but He who is wiser than Solomon is alive and is here and you can readily and easily talk to Him!  As Mary traveled to Elisabeth’s house because she needed someone to talk with in order to cope with the events of her life, so do you and I need a counselor and someone to share our burdens with also.  And truly Jesus is the greatest wise man who ever lived because He came so far so that you could easily access His wisdom!  He is the best counselor!  What a pity that some would treat Him as just a good guy of history and what a pity that so many would not take advantage of the great opportunity that this Wisest Man of All has afforded us!  Prayer is not a drudgery or a have to when you realize Jesus’ true identity – instead it becomes a privilege!  

Every office, title, and thing in the Christmas story all testify to the true identity of Christ and He is the greatest example of each office.  For example, in the Christmas story, we have Herod, the King, well:  

Jesus is a King!

We have Herod the self-proclaimed King of the Jews and really wasn’t even that but was a local governor under Roman rule, and then we have Jesus who was called the King of Jews but who really was so much more in that He was the King of Kings and literally the King of the Universe!  Isaiah proclaimed this child that was born as “the Might God” and truly Jesus Christ was the God who spans the Universe yet humbling Himself to become flesh and as His creation!  

Herod was an Idumean, a Gentile descendant of Esau and had no rightful claim to the throne of Israel – maybe that’s why he was a bit antsy at hearing of another king being born!  But Jesus was by human lineage a direct descendant of both King David and Abraham and had every right to sit upon the throne of Israel!  And as to His Father’s side, His lineage stems all of the way back to the One, true God who sits on the throne of Glory!  Therefore you rightfully say that He is the King of Kings!  All power in heaven and earth are given to Him and there is no power, Paul wrote in Philippians chapter 2, that is greater than Him in heaven or on earth!  As the Psalms foretold, David’s Lord became David’s son!  Jesus is the King of Kings of Kings!  And He reigns over all!  And yet like Joseph,  

Jesus is an adoptive Father,

Truly as Isaiah told us in our other text, this child born is none other than “the Everlasting Father” – the Father that has always been and who always will be and who transcends time and space!  Jesus was not part of God but all of God manifest in the flesh and so He could rightfully tell Philip, “if you have seen me you have seen the Father, how can you say ‘show us the Father?’”
  And just like Joseph was different in Jesus in very nature and yet Joseph took the child and raised Him as His own and adopted Him, so does Jesus Christ do to us:  we come to Him with a sinful nature very much against His own and yet He allows us to be born again and He gives us the Spirit of adoption whereby we can cry “Abba Father” and the promise that He gave His disciples is for us also: “I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you!”  He adopts us as His own and makes us an heir to the riches of glory:  what a great and adoptive Father He is!  

I’m preaching to you about getting a true revelation of who He is so you can enter into the purest form of worship!  And every aspect of the Christmas story is to teach you about Jesus’ true identity!  I must hurry:

Jesus is the Great Shepherd.

There were shepherds there and it was to them whom the angels first told of His birth.  That is no accident because Jesus is the “Good Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd!”  He looks out for those who are in His fold!  And the fact that the sheep came with them to see Him is not a surprise because:  

Jesus is the Lamb of God.

Just as those sheep were being raised to be taken to the temple and offered as a sin sacrifice, so was this baby being laid in a manger that they were visiting.  He was the Lamb of God come to take away the sins of the world.  He became flesh so that He might have blood to pay the sacrifice that we as sinners could not pay ourselves!  And don’t forget that along with being the sacrifice: 

Jesus is our High Priest.

Oh, how rich this thought is, that we don’t have time to do it justice, but contrast Him with the priest Zacharias in the Christmas story who was Elizabeth’s husband.  He was the priest who was just a lowly average priest and who was filled with doubt at supernatural things when things didn’t look favorable for the Word of God to be fulfilled.  Yet Jesus Christ is our High Priest who had the power to fulfill the law and do wondrous and unexpected things in even the most unlikely lives and situations and circumstances.  Jesus is the Greatest Priest!  

______________________________________________________________________

Oh, I must scurry onward!  Just as Anna was a faithful servant of God, so was Jesus Christ faithful to the plan and will of God in every way!  Just as Simeon was a prophet in the temple, so is Jesus Christ the greatest prophet that ever walked into the temple and the greatest prophet to listen to in the temple of your bodies today!  There were angels appearing throughout the Christmas story, but never forget that Jesus is “Saboath” – the leader and creator and Lord of the hosts of the angels!  Mary was an average human being in every way, so was Jesus Christ all God and all man as we are and tempted as we are, yet without sin!  Hallelujah that our God of Glory knows what it is like to see through eyes of flesh and deals with us accordingly!  Joseph was a carpenter, Jesus is the Great Carpenter, taken trees of men and molding and fashioning them into useful tools for the harvest!  Bethlehem was the birthplace of David and means literally, “house of bread” and Jesus was the root and offspring of David’s lineage and the Bread from Heaven!  The entire Old Testament book of Ruth centers around the kinsmen redeemer in Bethlehem and truly Jesus is the great Kinsman Redeemer in Bethlehem.  

Even the turtle doves, that price of redemption of the child, that Joseph and Mary offered at the temple, speaks to us of Jesus Christ because He was redeemed to redeem!  As those turtle doves were offered to redeem Him, so would He offer Himself to redeem us!  They brought turtle doves, the price of redemption that could be offered by the poor, but a King was expected to pay the full price of a Lamb and that was why Jesus Christ came!  

Have I missed anything in the Christmas story?  If I have, then know that too is there to teach us about Jesus Christ and His true identity!  He was lain in a manger, the feed trough for animals categorized by the Law of Moses as “clean” and worthy of sacrifice and truly Jesus Christ was clean and worthy of a pure and holy sacrifice!  Is anybody ready to praise and worship Him not just because of what He did but because of who He is!?

I close by reading you the great words of the prophet Isaiah yet once more.  Somebody grasp the truth and breadth of what he said:

Isa 9:6-7 For to us a child is born, to us  a son is given;  and the government shall be  upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty God, Everlasting  Father, Prince of  Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace  there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it  with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. ESV

Let us be as the wise men and worship Him because of who He is!  Such is the purest form of worship!  

� John 14:8-10. 





